554 POWER GENERATION AND UTILIZATION

After the successful solution of the problems of transmission of electrie energy for use in
distant communities the development of large hydraulic projects became practicable and
by 1910 total installation had risen to 977,000 h.p. In ensuing decades the growth in
installed capacity, partly speeded by war demands, proceeded at an accelerated rate.

The figures in Table 2, and the graph on p. 555, show clearly the consistent growth
in the total capacity of hydraulic installations since 1900. The average annual increase
from 1900-05 was about 56,000 h.p., a rate that was stepped up sharply in subsequent
years because of improvements in the transmission of electricity and the building of large
central electric stations. The period 1906-22 saw development proceed at the fairly
uniform rate of 150,000 h.p. per annum. The heavier demand for electricity during the
prosperous 1920’s increased the rate of installation sharply in 1923 and it continued at
about 377,000 h.p. per annum from 1923 to 1935. As an aftermath to the economic depres-
sion, the rate of installation was low during the years 1936-39, whereas the power required
for war purposes accounted for the high average rate of increase of 481,000 h.p. per annum
during the period 1940-43. Few developments were undertaken in the later war years or
in the immediate postwar period so that only a small amount of new capacity came into
operation in the 1944-47 period. However the results of the later postwar program of
construction are apparent in the large growth in the years 1948-55 when the average rate
was about 906,000 h.p. per annum. Present programs of expansion indicate a continuation
of this rate of growth for some years.

2.—Hydraulic Turbine Horsepower Installed by Province as at Dec. 31, Decennially
1900-50 and Annually 1951-55

Nore.—Figures for each year 1900-30 are given in the 1939 Year Book, p. 362, for 1931-39 in the 1946 edition,
p. 362, and for 1940-49 in the 1954 edition, pp. 556-557.
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